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ADVENT



30 Nov - Advent #1 (Matthew 24:36-44)
7 Dec - Advent #2 (Matthew 3:1-12)
14 Dec - Advent #3 (Matthew 11:2-11)
21 Dec - Christmas evangelistic service
25 Dec - Christmas Baptism service

Advent series



 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come.  But understand this: if the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.
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MATTHEW 24:42-44



 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark;  and they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
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MATTHEW 24:36-39 (CONT’D)







 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark;  and they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
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MATTHEW 24:36-39 (CONT’D)



42 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: if the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.
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42 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: if the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.

MATTHEW 24:42-44



 They do not jostle each other;8

    each marches straight ahead.
They plunge through defences
    without breaking ranks.

 They rush upon the city;9

    they run along the wall.
They climb into the houses;
    like thieves they enter through the windows.

JOEL 2



 Rend your heart13

    and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God,
    for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
    and he relents from sending calamity.

JOEL 2



At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did
not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming,
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
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At midnight the cry rang out: “Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him!”

6

Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish
ones said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going
out.”
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MATTHEW 25:1-13



“No,” they replied, “there may not be enough for both us and you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.”
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But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom
arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding
banquet. And the door was shut.
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Later the others also came. “Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door
for us!”
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But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.”12

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the
hour.
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MATTHEW 25:1-13



#1  You, be ready.



Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave
five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The
man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put
his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one
with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.
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MATTHEW 25:14-30



Then the man who had received one bag of gold came.
“Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold
in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.”
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His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have
not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I
would have received it back with interest.
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MATTHEW 25:14-30



“So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who
has ten bags. For whoever has will be given more, and they will
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they
have will be taken from them. And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”
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MATTHEW 25:14-30



#1  You, be ready.
by...



#1  You, be ready.

#2  Using God’s resources 
       (gifts, talents, strengths) 
       for God’s purpose

by...



When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left.

31

32

33

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.”
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MATTHEW 25:31-36



 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”
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MATTHEW 25:40



#1  You, be ready.

#2  Using God’s resources 
       (gifts, talents, strengths) 
       for God’s purpose

by...

#3  Treating the least with 
        lavish LOVE



#1  You, be ready.

#2  LOVE the Lord your God with 
        all your heart and with all your   
        soul and with all your mind

by...

#3  LOVE your neighbour as 
        yourself

DISCIP
LESHIP

OUTR
EACH









#1  You, be ready.

#2  LOVE the Lord your God with all 
       your heart and with all your soul 
       and with all your mind

by...

#3  LOVE your neighbour as yourself

DISCIPLESHIP

OUTREACH



1. How am I using the gifts, strengths, and resources God
has entrusted to me?”

2. How would you honestly describe your level of spiritual
readiness today? Is there an area God might be inviting
you to grow or realign?

3. Jesus says that whatever we do for “the least of these,”
we do for Him. Who might be the “least” in your daily life?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS




