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Rebuilding Amidst Internal Conflict

Nehemiah  5:1-13

Confronting Selfishness and Greed



1. Ridicule 4:1-6

2. Violence 4:7-9

3. Discouragement 4:10

4. Fear 4:11-23

5. Selfishness/Greed 5:1-13

Tactics Enemy Uses To Keep 
God’s People From 

Completing Their Mission
Nehemiah 4,5,6



When the Enemy fails in his
attacks from the outside, he
then begins to attack from
within; and one of his favorite
weapons is selfishness. If he can
get us thinking only about
ourselves and what we want,
then he will win the victory
before we realize that he is even
at work.

Warren W. Wiersbe



Selfishness is the attitude that people exist merely to meet my
agenda, my wishes and my needs; thus, the value of anything
(people, church, God, etc.) is determined only in the light of
what they do for me. This attitude is not revealed not only in
outward behavior but in secret thought and if left unchecked,
is ultimately destructive.





The Outcry



Four Groups Of People
Involved In The Crisis.

1. The first group consisted of people who were going hungry because
they didn’t own any land to farm (v.2).

2. The second group was the people who owned land but had
mortgaged their property in order to buy food (v. 3).

3. The third group composed of people who owned land but were so
financially strapped that they were forced to borrow money in order
to pay taxes to the king (v. 4).

4. The fourth group was made up of wealthy Jews who were exploiting
their own kinsmen by loaning them money to take care of the
problem, but for collateral, took their land and their children as slaves
(v. 7).



Nehemiah’s 
Response

1. Nehemiah Chose To 
Confront The Problem

2. Nehemiah was very angry 
(v.6. Then I was very angry 
when I had heard their 
outcry and these words. )



He who is not angry, whereas 
he has the cause to be, sins.  
For unreasonable patience is 
the hotbed of many vices, it 
fosters negligence, and 
incites not only the wicked 
but the good to do wrong.

John Chrysostom



1. Righteous anger is 
rooted in and 
supported by the 
teachings of Scripture 
(Exodus 22:25, 
Leviticus 25:35-36, 39-
40). 

2. Righteous anger Is 
motivated by a sense 
of offense towards 
actions that dishonor 
God or injustices 
towards others.



1  Peter 2:22-23
To this you were called, because Christ
suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps. “He
committed no sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth.” When they hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly.



Application Question

1. How do we develop a righteous anger towards 
sin against God and others?  

2. How do we start to practice gentleness when 
personally offended.



Nehemiah’s 
Response

1. Nehemiah Had Chosen To 
Confront The Problem

2. Nehemiah was very angry 
(v.6. Then I was very angry 
when I had heard their 
outcry and these words. )

3. Nehemiah consulted with 
himself 



Proverbs 29:11
A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise
man keeps himself under control.

Proverbs 17:27
A man of knowledge uses words with
restraint, and a man of understanding is
even-tempered.

Proverbs 25:15
Through patience a ruler can be persuaded,
and a gentle tongue can break a bone.



Application Question

1. Why is it crucial to wait and exercise patience 
before reacting to conflict? 

2. Share a time when you practiced waiting and 
holding back from immediate reactions while in 
a conflict or helping somebody in one.



Nehemiah’s 
Response

1. Nehemiah Had Chosen To 
Confront The Problem

2. Nehemiah was very angry 
(v.6. Then I was very angry 
when I had heard their 
outcry and these words. )

3. Nehemiah consulted with 
himself 

4. He contended with the 
nobles and rulers.



Matthew 18:15-17
If your brother sins against you, go and
show him his fault, just between the two of
you. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over. But if he will not listen, take
one or two others along, so that ‘every
matter may be established by the testimony
of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church, treat
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.



1 Tim 5:19-20
Do not entertain an accusation against an
elder unless it is brought by two or three
witnesses. Those who sin are to be rebuked
publicly, so that the others may take
warning .



Acts 5:13-14 
No one else dared join them, even though
they were highly regarded by the people.
Nevertheless, more and more men and
women believed in the Lord and were
added to their number.



Application Question

1. In what ways have you seen disorder in a
church, a community, or other relationships for
lack of using a biblical method of confrontation?

2. In what ways have you seen or experienced
church discipline? If you have, what was the
process and result?



Conclusion

Nehemiah's example teaches us the importance of
addressing conflicts promptly and seeking resolutions
to foster a healthy and united church environment.
By demonstrating righteous anger, self-control, and
leadership in confronting sin, we uphold biblical
principles of discipline and encourage a culture of
repentance, reconciliation and righteousness This
approach will bring about positive transformation
within our church communities, fostering growth and
harmony through God’s guidance and wisdom.


