with ps simon say

What’s Your View
of the World?
COLOSSIANS 2: 6-23
(NIV 1984)

Reflection Questions
1. Why is it important to have a biblical worldview as a
Christian?
2. Recall a time when you had a new understanding of
God after Bible study or meditation? What did you do
different following that renewed understanding of
God?
3. How do you think you can dig deep, be built up and
bear fruit in your spiritual walk with God? When are
you going to do about it?
4. Can your biblical worldview attract the people
(Christians and non-Christians) around you? How so?

What is a Worldview?
• Weltanschauung: Welt, ‘world’;

Anschauung, ‘point of view’, ‘perception’
• is a set of basic beliefs, assumptions and values that comes
from one’s view about the world and results in individual
and group action that shapes human culture.

• Worldview on philosophy, attitude, ideology and religion.
• Everyone has a worldview.

‘Biblical’ Worldview
• Based on God’s unchanging, eternal Word
• Biblical worldview is the truth (Jn 1: 14, 17: 17; Psalm 25: 5)
• True Christians have Biblical worldview
• Biblical worldview is God’s view of the world
• 2 worldviews: ‘worldly’/ secular worldview & biblical
worldview

Colossians 2: 6-10
6

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue

to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in
the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.

8

See to it that no one takes you captive

through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends
on human tradition and the basic principles of this world
rather than on Christ.

9

For in Christ all the fullness of the

Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness
in Christ, who is Head over every power and authority…

Colossians 2: 13-17
When you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the
written code, with its regulations, that was against us and
that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the
cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities,
he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them
by the cross. 16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ…

13

Colossians 2: 20-23
20

Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this

world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit
to its rules:

21 “Do

not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”?

22

These are all destined to perish with use, are based on human
commands and teachings.

23

Such regulations indeed have

an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship,
their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but
they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

Summary of Colossians 2
[1-7]

The Apostle Paul expresses his love toward, and
joy in the believers

[8-17]

He warns against the errors of worldly philosophy
(worldview); against Jewish traditions and rites
which had been fulfilled in Christ (traditional
practices versus biblical practices: grace)

[18-23] Against worshipping angels (mysticism); against
legal ordinances (legalism)

IMPLICATION: Only Christ Jesus is true and
the only One Who can save

Worldview from Colossians 2:6-23
Verse

Biblical Worldview

Secular Worldview

2:6

God, saved us by His grace, through Saved by works.
faith in Christ Jesus.

2:2, 18

We all can know God.

We cannot know God.

2:8

We all can know God’s truth.

We cannot know God’s truth.

2:9

Only Christ is the truth.

Jesus is but one way to God.

2:13, 15

God made us alive spiritually.

To be alive we do works.

2:14-15

God forgave our sins through Christ. I am my own man; I determine my destiny.
Our life is not our own.

2:17

Jesus Christ is the real deal. He is to be There is value in being religious.
worshipped.

2:20-23 Jesus saves us unto eternity, so we are
free not to sin nor conform to worldly
principles.

There is value in worldly principles, human
wisdom and humility.

Why cling on to secular
worldview?

1. Exciting: The world is exciting in
all its diversity.
2. Attractive: The world imposes its
values through social media,
advertisements and programmes.
3. Deception: Pursuit of deceptive
human wisdom and philosophy.
4. Ignorance: The world is ignorant
of God’s Word.

How to overcome secular worldview?
1. Receive Christ (Col. 2:6)
• Accept Him as Savior and Lord (Romans 10:9).
2. Rooted and Built Up in Christ (Col. 2:7)
• Like a tree planted by streams of water and bearing
fruit (see also Psalm 1:3).
3. Run through your mind (Col. 2:7-8)
• Let God’s love and mercy pervade your mind and
be transformed by it so you do not conform to the
ways of the world (Romans 12:1-2).
• Take every thought captive to obey Christ (2 Cor.
10:5).

How to overcome secular worldview?
Control versus Transformation
• The world wants to
control our minds
(Col. 2:8; Romans 12:2)

• God wants to transform our
minds
(Rom. 12:2; Eph 4:17-24;
Col. 3:1-11)
• God transforms our minds to
make us spiritual
(2 Tim. 3:16-17)
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Vital Importance of a Biblical Worldview
“The absence of consistent biblical worldview thinking
is a key mark of spiritual immaturity.”
Albert Mohler, President, South Baptist Theological Seminary.

“We must be the same person in private and in public.
Only the Christian worldview gives us the basis for this
kind of integrity.”
Charles Colson, founder, Prisons Fellowship USA.

Vital Importance of a Biblical Worldview
“God’s people need to unashamedly and uncompromisingly
stand on the Bible. We need to proclaim a Christian
worldview and the gospel, all the while giving answers for
the hope we have.”
Ken Alfred Ham, apologist

“I would say 90 percent of Christians do not have a
worldview… based on Scripture and a relationship with God.
And so they cannot discern between truth and falsehood.”
Josh McDowell, apologist, evangelist and author.

What’s your worldview?
• When we complain about our superiors,
subordinates, government or church leaders?
• When we break the law of the land?
• When we break God’s commandments?
• When we come to worship services, prayer
meetings, worship practices etc early?
• When we give an offering?
• When we are stricken with a serious illness?

Sister Carol Lim

What is God saying to you?
What will you do about it?

