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WI TH P S S TE VE N N I CA U D

thomas
A DIFFERENT PATH TO INTIMACY

LU K E 6:1 2- 1 6

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray,
and spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came,
he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom
he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter),
his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew,
Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot,
16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

5
things
about thomas

1

HE WAS NOT AN OPTIMISTIC MAN
JOHN 1 1 :1 2- 1 6

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant
natural sleep. 14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest
of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

2

HE WAS NOT AFRAID TO CLAIM
HIS IGNORANCE
JOHN 1 4 :1 -4

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in
me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I
have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the
place where I am going.”

2

HE WAS NOT AFRAID TO CLAIM
HIS IGNORANCE
JOHN 1 4 :5 -7

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you
really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him.”

3

HE REFUSED TO BELIEVE BASED ON THE
EXPERIENCE OF OTHERS
JOHN 20 :21 - 24

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 Now Thomas (also
known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when
Jesus came.

3

HE REFUSED TO BELIEVE BASED ON THE
EXPERIENCE OF OTHERS
JOHN 20 :25 -28

25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said
to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week
later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

4

HE REMAINED FAITHFUL IN SPITE OF HIS
WRESTLING TO BELIEVE
JOHN 21 :1 -3

1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.
It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus),
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other
disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them,
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.

4

HE REMAINED FAITHFUL IN SPITE OF HIS
WRESTLING TO BELIEVE
JOHN 21 :4 -6

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any
fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of
the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul
the net in because of the large number of fish.

5

HE WENT ON TO FULFIL HIS CALL SAME AS THE REST
ACTS 1 :1 1 -1 2

11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city.

5

HE WENT ON TO FULFIL HIS CALL SAME AS THE REST
ACTS 1 :1 3 -1 4

13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly
in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brothers.
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5 THI NG S A B O UT THO M A S
1

He was not an optimistic man

2

He was not afraid to claim his ignorance

3

He refused to believe based upon others' experiences

4

He remained faithful in spite of his wrestling

5

He went on to fulfil his call same as the rest

